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SUMMARY
A Preliminary Consideration of the Mangaasi-type Pottery Collection
from the Mangaliliu Site in Vanuatu

The Mangaasi represents one of the incised and applied pottery types that occured
during the pre-historic period in Melanesia. This type of pottery from Vanuatu has
been studied by Professer Jose Garanger of the Universite de Paris |, France. Garanger
classified this pottery into“early”and “late”Mangaasi. Results from recent excavations
in Mangaasi by the Australian National University indicate that applied relief appears
only at the end of the ceramic sequence and that incised pottery without applied relief
predates the “Early Mangaasi-type.” according to the radiocarbon and stratigraphic
data.

Mangaliliu occurs near the Mangaasi site on the northwest coast of Efate Island.
The Mangaliliu assemblage consists primarily of the“Late Mangaasi-type” and“Early
Mangaasi-type” pottery appears to be only minimally represented. The majority of the
analyzed sherds were recoverd through surface collections. The absence of provenien-

ce and other contextual data preclude discussion of chronology or temperal sequence.
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